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has, as a people, to speak plainly to
those we represent, to tell them the
truth of what is going on, to do it in
language which is clear and sparkling
so that no one can mistake what our
intentions are and to not distort mean-
ing.

Indeed, in listening to an earlier dis-
cussion about the culture of violence in
our society, is it any wonder when we
send out so many conflicting messages
about the violence which is wreaked by
international organizations that the
children of any nation would be con-
fused about violence being visited in
their own midst?

And one other doctrine we need to in-
spect is the doctrine of creation of en-
emies. I remember years ago when I
was a student at Saint Aloysius, an el-
ementary school in the City of Cleve-
land, the United States was in a con-
flict with Russia. It was called the Cold
War, and we used to do drills in school
in the fifth grade. Some of my col-
leagues will remember those drills.
They were called duck and cover. We
were told that we should expect that at
some time there was this possibility
that a nuclear attack could be
launched by Russia at the United
States.
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And we were told that if only we

would put our arms around our head
and protect it and tuck our head deep
into our lap and closed our eyes and
prayed, that when the flash came, we
would not be blinded and perhaps we
could go back home after school.

President Eisenhower himself knew
in that era that such drills were folly
because a nuclear strike would mean
the annihilation of a major population.
So those drills were merely to try to
assuage the fears of the American peo-
ple about the cataclysm of a nuclear
war.

But we felt throughout that time in
the Cold War that the possibility for
destruction was there because enemies
were being created and in that dialec-
tic of conflict that went back and forth
across the oceans, we found ourselves
fearing each other, preparing to de-
stroy each other.

And last month, in the middle of this
Balkan conflict, the leader of the
Yablako faction in Russia said that the
effort to blockade the port in Monte-
negro was putting us on a direct path
to nuclear escalation.

Last week, Premier Chernomyrdin of
Russia, in an op-ed piece in the Wash-
ington Post, stated that the world was
closer to a nuclear conflict than at any
time in this decade because of the Bal-
kan conflict. Russians were our en-
emies. They became our friends. And
again we have tested that friendship
and we began a repolarization, trying
to exclude them right from the begin-
ning from this process of peacemaking
which could have been made possible
through the U.N. Security Council so
many months ago.

As we create enemies, we may fulfill
the prophecy of destruction; and we

will bring ourselves to a nuclear con-
frontation, we fear, if we stay on that
path of the creation of enemies. We
create enemies, and then we are our-
selves our own enemies. ‘‘We have met
the enemy,’’ in the words of Pogo, ‘‘and
he is us.’’

Mr. Speaker, because of this great
concern which Members of Congress
had, 11 of us went on a mission of peace
to Vienna on April 30 to meet with
leaders of the Russian Duma, including
Vladimir Luhkin, a leader of the
Yablako faction, who only weeks ear-
lier had made this powerful statement
about the nations being on a direct
path to nuclear escalation.

And in Vienna, under the leadership
of my good friend the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. CURT WELDON) 11 of
us sat down with leaders of the Russian
Duma and began to work out a frame-
work for peace, to reestablish this
amity which we have worked so hard
for, where only a year ago Russian and
American astronauts could work to-
gether in the same space program,
where a short few years ago Russian
and American astronauts could fly
around the world together in the same
space capsule.

We went to Vienna at a time where
some were challenging whether or not
Russian leaders and U.S. leaders ought
to be together in the same room. And
yet we took that step forward to appar-
ently and quietly over a period of 2
days put together not an agreement be-
tween nations, but a framework that
could be used to take steps towards
peace and unravel what looked like a
concentration of war energy that was
moving like a juggernaut across this
world.

That was many, many, many weeks
ago, Mr. Speaker. And in that time
since then, many opportunities toward
peace were lost and many lives were
lost and much damage was done to
property and to people’s hopes and
dreams.

There are times that people around
the world depend on the United States
as being a protector of human rights to
rise and to defend the principles that
are enshrined in our own statue of lib-
erty in the harbor in New York City,
that that lady who holds the lamp in
the harbor, the encryption at the base,
which reads, ‘‘Give me your tired, your
poor, your huddled masses yearning to
breathe free, the wretched refuse of
your teeming shore. Send these, the
tempests, to me. I lift my lamp beside
the golden door.’’

So I speak of Bosnia. Now, I had the
opportunity to witness firsthand, as a
Member of the United States congres-
sional delegation, the effects in Bosnia
of hatred and tolerance where Muslim
people were driven from their homes,
where there was an attempt to destroy
people for what they believed in, an at-
tempt to destroy the homeland of Mus-
lim people.

I saw graves ringed with fresh mar-
ble. I saw homes that had been blown
up everywhere and everything riddled

with bullets. I met with people that
had been driven from their villages by
fear and terror. And I met people that
wanted to go home because home
called them, as home calls us all. But
fear put up a roadblock and govern-
ments put up a roadblock.

I met with the Muslim women of
Srebrenica who lost their husbands,
who lost their fathers, who lost their
brothers, who lost their children when
5,000 Muslims were lined up and mur-
dered only because they were Muslims.

I met with Dr. Sarich in Sarajevo and
learned of the difficulty placed in the
path of Muslims who simply wanted to
return home in keeping with the Day-
ton Agreement. I appealed to the State
Department and the Justice Depart-
ment for the women of Srebrenica.

I spoke on the floor of the Congress
for an appeal to the Government of the
United States to remember what hap-
pened in Srebrenica and to maintain
their commitment to the people of Bos-
nia as they try to resettle and restore
their country and to help bring those
who are responsible for the atrocities
in Bosnia to justice.

Indeed, Mr. Speaker, it could be said
that the seeds of the current war in the
Balkans could have been sown because
the world community failed to bring to
justice those who committed war
crimes. Because until they are brought
to justice, can there really be justice
with respect to Bosnia and to help find
the missing and to help heal the bro-
ken families and broken hearts and to
work with the assembled nations to
help protect the peace and to help re-
build the civil society? Can that really
be done if those who were responsible
for creating that moment are not
brought to justice?

The Dayton Agreement was merely a
promise. It is not a reality. We must
continue to work to make it a reality.
And it is the responsibility of the Gov-
ernment of the United States to show
leadership in the world and to make
sure the promise of Dayton becomes a
reality.

I am not a stranger to the Balkans. I
was in Sarajevo. I was in Brzko. I was
in Tuzla. And I was also in Croatia last
year to visit family, to hope to have a
chance to see the place where my own
grandfather was born, a little town in
eastern Slovenia called Botnoga, where
John Kucinich was born many, many
years ago. And I so much wanted to see
the place where he was born.
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And when I went to Zagreb to visit

with friends and relatives, I learned
that in Botnoga, there was no ‘‘there’’
there. In fact, the town had been lev-
eled in the previous war with Serbia.
And yet when I learned in that moment
the feelings that I had felt, strong feel-
ings, it occurred to me again, do we
move forward in this world, hoping for
peace if we believe that there must be
vengeance, if we believe in an eye for
an eye, if we believe that every injus-
tice which is done to us must be re-
turned in full measure by us? And so in


